
 

Environmental   Ethics:   The   Final   Project  
 
Penultimate   Draft   Due:   July   1st  
Final   Draft   Due:   July   3rd  

 
Required   Components:   
 

(1) Final   paper  
(2) Stages   of   Academic   Writing   Sub-Assignments:    In   order   to   assist   everyone   in   the   paper   writing  

process,   this   assignment   will   include   a   series   of   sub-assignments   (see   reverse).  

 
 
Purpose:    Philosophy   should   not   be   confined   to   the   arm   chair!   Philosophical   concepts   can   serve   as  
effective   tools   to   support,   challenge,   or   complicate   our   everyday   discourse   on   real   world   issues.   In  
our   first   assignment,   we   focused   on   engaging   an   argument   source   with   respect   to   a   single   debate.   In  
order   to   broaden   our   argumentative   skill   set,   we   will   now   turn   to   practice   incorporating   both  
argument   sources   and   exhibit   sources   in   order   to   balance   both   reasoning   and   evidence.  
 

 
 
Task:    Imagine   you   are   a   freelance   writer,   commissioned   to   write   an   essay   for   a   general   audience   that  
uncovers,   analyzes,   and   engages   the   philosophical   salience   of   a   key   contemporary   environmental  
issue     of   your   choice.    You   must:  
 
(i)    Frame   a   philosophically   grounded   debate   or   problem   as   it   relates   to   a   real   world   issue   of   your  
choice:    Summarize    the   real   life   issue   at   hand   and    analyze    how   it   relates   to   a   broader   philosophical  
question.  
 
(ii)    Craft   a   well-reasoned   argument   for   an   original    claim    within   this   debate—whether   supporting   a  
position,   objecting   to   a   position,   amending   a   position,   complicating   the   debate,   or   proposing   a  
“third   way.”   
 
(iii)    Support     your   claim   by   applying    evidence    drawn   from   multiple    exhibit   sources.  
 
(iv)     Acknowledge    and    respond     to    a   compelling   devil’s   advocate   objection   against   the   line   of   reasoning  
or   interpretation   of   evidence   used   to   support   your   argument.  

 



The   Stages   of   Academic   Writing:   The   Final   Portfolio  
 
Purpose:   Successful   Academic   Writing   doesn’t   happen   in   a   vacuum,   but   involves   communicative   encounters  
with   other   rational   inquirers   at   critical   stages   in   the   process.   To   this   end,   your   second   paper   assignment   will  
consist   of   a   series   of   three   scaffolding   sub-assignments   designed   to   assist   you   along   the   way   in   composing  
your   final   paper.  

 
I.   Public   Intellectual:    Test   your   paper   ideas   by   sparking   up   a   real-life   conversational   debate   with  
friends   or   strangers,   either   in   person   or   through   facebook   or   other   social   media   platform.   Practice   explaining  
and   applying   philosophical   concepts   where   relevant.   You   may   also   write   a   fictional   dialogue   between   two  
imagined   interlocutors.   The   purpose   of   this   assignment   is   to   get   you   started   testing   the   argumentative   waters  
on   your   paper   topic,   as   well   as   to   give   you   artefacts   for   your   final   portfolio.   Conduct   the   debate   as   soon   as  
possible;   You   will   share   your   experience   as   part   of   your   in   class   conference   presentation.  
 
II.   One   Minute   Pitch   Meeting :      Advanced   academic   writing   will   virtually   always   involve   close  
consultation   with   academic   advisors   in   the   drafting/strategizing   stages.   However,   these   meetings   should   not  
be   considered   as   top-down   interventions   that   you   passively   attend,   but   active   presentations   in   which   you   seek  
to   enlist   the   support   of   veteran   scholars.   To   help   you   practice   for   these   encounters,   you   will   conduct   a  
focused   one-on-one   paper   proposal   meeting   with   me.   The   idea   is   to   audition   your   best   strategy   and   to   come  
with   your   own   questions   about   potential   strategic   issues.   The   pitch   meeting   will   take   place   on   Thursday,   June  
18th.   A   handout   with   instruction   on   how   to   prepare   for   the   meeting   can   be   found   on   the   course   websit   under  
Assignments.   

III.   Academic   Conference   Presentation:     Every   student   will   prepare   and   lead   a   presentation  
and   discussion   (~20   min   total)   of   their   paper   topic   (International   Students   will   meet   in   smaller   groups   and  
record   their   presentations).    This   will   enable   you   to   focus   your   efforts   on   your   final   paper   while   also   allowing  
the   opportunity   for   feedback   from   academic   peers.    A   sign-up   link   for   presentation   dates   will   be   posted   to   the  
course   website.  
 

Presentation   Handout   Details:    In-class   presentations   will   also   include   a   Presentation   Handout.  
You   have   full   autonomy   in   constructing   your   presentation   and   handout,   with   the   following   proviso:  
All   presentations   must   include   in   some   form   or   another   the   following   components:    (i)     Context:    A  
concise   summary   of   the   issue   you   will   treat    (ii)     Disruption :   An   explanation   of   the   philosophical  
significance   of   the   issue   at   hand,   referencing   argument   sources   where   relevant,   and   a   series   of   3-4  
discussion   questions   that   frame   the   philosophically   grounded   issues   you   will   be   treating   in   your   paper  
(iii)     Resolution :   You   must   be   prepared   to   articulate   and   defend   your   own   stance   within   this   debate.  
Here   you   may   audition   more   than   one   potential   claim   or   strategy   if   you   are   deciding   between  
different   argumentative   claims   or   strategies.    
 
Presentation   and   Cross-Examination:    Your   classmates   will   respond   to   the   questions   and  
argumentative   strategies   you   pose,   offering   constructive   suggestions   and   devil’s   advocate   positions.  
You   will   be   expected   to   be   “on”   for   the   duration   of   your   presentation,   engaging   and   responding   to  
the   questions   and   responses   that   your   peers   offer.   We   will   close   each   presentation   with   suggestions  
for   the   paper.  


