
  

A PPLIED    E THICS :   S PRING    2021   
  

Instructor: Dr.   Tanner   Hammond   
O�ce: Digital   
Contact: tannerh@bu.edu   
O�ce   Hours: By   Zoom   appointment   
Course   Dates: T-TH,   3:30   
Classroom:   TBD   
Units:    4   credits   +   2   BU   Hub   Units   (Writing;   Research   and   Information   Literacy)   

  
  

  
C OURSE    D ESCRIPTION    Although   we   are   often   encouraged   to   write   what   we   know,   the   best   research   
writing   is   motivated   by   our   interest   in   the   unknown:   What   do   we   want   to   discover,   how   can   we   
discover   it,   and   what   are   the   most   e�ective   ways   to   communicate   our   discoveries?   These   questions   
will   drive   our   work   in   WR   151.   Building   on   WR   120   or   its   equivalent,   this   class   will   help   you   cultivate   
your   writing   and   research   skills   through   a   range   of   assignments,   including   a   scholarly   research   essay   
in   which   you   will   be   responsible   for   identifying   and   re�ning   a   topic,   devising   research   questions,   
and   answering   those   questions   by   �nding   and   using   a   range   of   scholarly   and   non-scholarly   sources.   
As   a   course   that   earns   a   Hub   Unit   in   Oral/Signed   Expression,   WR   151   will   also   give   you   an   
opportunity   to   analyze   and   practice   oral/signed   expression   in   order   to   communicate   your   research   
to   academic   and   non-academic   audiences.   You   will   learn   to   infuse   your   writing   with   the   urgency   of   
oral   exchange   and   to   develop   an   oral   style   that   re�ects   the   rigor   and   precision   of   your   writing.   
Through   these   experiences,   you   will   gain   practice   in   and   a   better   understanding   of   the   ways   that   
di�erent   forms   of   information   are   produced,   disseminated,   and   used   today.     

  
T OPIC     American   public   discourse   is   saturated   with   philosophically   signi�cant   ethical   implications.   
In   this   course,   we   will   uncover,   analyze,   and   engage   the   philosophical   underpinnings   of   key   ethical   
issues   in   debate   in   contemporary   America.    Module   topics   will   include   “Lesser   Evilism   and   Electoral   
Politics   in   the   2016   Election,”   “Kantian   Deontology   and   the   Ethics   of   Wikileaks,”   and   “Drone   
Warfare   and   the   Doctrine   of   Double   E�ect.”    The   course   will   address   these   issues   as   subjects   of   both   
philosophical   inquiry   and   interdisciplinary   empirical   research,   and   will   include   a   survey   of   some   of   
the   major   �gures   (e.g.   Kant,   Mill,   Nietzsche,   Singer,   Nozick,   Thomson,   Foot)   and   theories   (e.g.   
relativism,   nihilism,   consequentialism,   deontology)   of   the   philosophical   tradition.   Our   goal   will   be   
to   develop   a   critical   skill   set   that   will   enable   us   to   identify   the   philosophical   implications   of   
contemporary   ethical   issues,   analyze   and   assess   competing   arguments,   and   engage   the   conversation  
with   rigorous   argumentation   of   our   own.   

  
C OURSE    T EXTS     

  
(1) This  class  has  a  social  e-reader  -  Perusall.  All  readings  for  this  course  will  be  distributed                                 

through   the   Readings   tab   on   the   course   website.   
  

(2) Turabian,  Kate  L.,  Gregory  G.  Colomb,  and  Joseph  M.  Williams .  Student's  Guide  to  Writing                             
College   Papers .   Chicago:   University   of   Chicago,   2010.   
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G RADING     AND    E VALUATION   
  

Your   �nal   grade   will   be   calculated   as   follows:   
  

Participation 10%   
  

Weekly   Ungraded   Assignments: 10%   
  

Devil’s   Advocate   Paper 30%   
  

Philosophy   in   the   Wild   Assignment     Credit/NC   
  

Stages   of   Academic   Writing   Assignment   Series    10%   
  

(i)   Public   Intellectual   Assignment   
(ii)   Pitch   Meeting   
(iii)   Conference   Presentation   

  
Final   Paper:   The   Philosophical   Essay 40%   
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S HORT    W EEKLY    U NGRADED    A SSIGNMENTS   

  
There   are   two   weekly   assignments   for   this   class:   

  
  

I.    Hive   Reading   -   aka   “Annotations”     
  

Philosophy   is   di�cult,   but   we’re   all   in   it   together.   This   class   has   a   social   e-reader   where   
everyone   can   engage   with   the   material   in   a   collective   forum.   This   gives   you   all   the   
opportunity   to   share   comments   and   questions   and   respond   directly   to   one   another.   To   
make   sure   we’re   keeping   up   with   the   reading,   each   week   you   will:   

  
1. ANNOTATE:    Leave   at   least   1-2   quality   annotative   questions,   comments,   or   

objections   on   at   least   one   of   the   readings   that   week.   To   keep   it   interesting:   No   
duplicate   questions!   Early   bird   gets   the   worm.   That   being   said,   you   can   always   take   
the   same   passage   in   a   di�erent   direction.   

  
2. REPLY:    Leave     at   least   1-2   quality   responses   to   your   classmates’   annotations.     

  
3. UPVOTE/CO-SIGN:    In   addition   to   the   above,   upvote   and/or   co-sign   any   

comments/questions   that   you   �nd   helpful.     

Complete   Hive   Reading   assignments   by   the   end   of   the   day   each   Wednesday.   
  

2.   Weekly   Public   Post   to   the    Digital   Forum    -   aka   “Blog   Papers”     
  

Every   week   each   student   will   write   and   post   a   short   “blog   paper”   to   the    Digital   Forum    on   the   
course   website   on   one   of   the   readings   for   that   week   (250   -   500   words).   The   blog   paper   can   (a)  
Articulate   and   develop   objection(s),   worries(s),   or   question(s)   about   the   ideas   or   arguments   
exhibited   in   the   reading,   and/or   (b)    Defend   or   amend   the   author’s   view   in   response   to   
anticipated   criticisms.     

  
Post   your   weekly   blog   paper   to   the   Digital   Forum   before   the   end   of   the   day   each   Thursday.   

  
NOTE:   These   should   be   something   that   you   look   forward   to   doing,   and   not   a   source   of   
panic   or   stress.   To   emphasize   this,   these   are   ungraded   (credit/no   credit)   assignments.   That  
being   said,   they   will   be   read   and   assessed   for   course   participation,   and   will   also   serve   as   one   
basis   for   my   feedback   to   you   for   your   Midterm   Feedback   Dossier.   They   may   also   be   
workshopped   in   class.    The   idea   is   for   you   to   have   a   piece   of   writing   each   week   that   will   give   
you   something   to   draw   upon   in   class   discussions   and   in   o�ce   hours   with   me.     
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ANATOMY   OF   A   MEETING:     
THE   THREE   CHALLENGES   

  
Every   meeting   will   center   on   three   writing   challenges,   based   on   three   philosophical   problems   posed   
by   the   professor.   The   challenges   are   designed   to   help   you   learn   argumentative   reasoning   and   writing   
skills,   as   well   as   to   give   you   an   avenue   to   practice   communicating   your   ideas   in   both   oral   and   written   
form.   You   will   have   ~5   minutes   to   draft   a   rough   written   or   oral   response   to   the   challenge.   Before   you   
start   sweating   beads:   These   are    ungraded .   This   is   not   a   quiz   or   a   ‘gotcha’   trap,   but   an   opportunity   to   
express   your   ideas   within   a   community   of   others.    Thus   these   are   something   you   should   look   forward   to  
doing.   

  
Responses   to   Challenges   will   be   posted   to   the   CHALLENGES   section   of   THE   DIGITAL   FORUM   

  
ANATOMY   OF   A   MEETING   

  
OPENING   THOUGHT   EXPERIMENT     

  
ASSIGNMENT   INTO   TEAMS   

  
  

  
CHALLENGE   ONE   

  
PROFESSOR’S   OVERVIEW   OF   THE   BASIC   CONCEPTS     

  
FIRST   IN-CLASS   WRITING   CHALLENGE    (~5   min)   

  
ORAL   DISCUSSION   OF   FIRST   CHALLENGE    (~10   min)   

  
  

  
CHALLENGE   TWO   

  
PROFESSOR’S   OVERVIEW   OF   THE   BASIC   CONCEPTS   

  
SECOND   IN-CLASS   WRITING   CHALLENGE    (~5   min)   

  
ORAL   DISCUSSION   OF   SECOND   CHALLENGE    (~10   min)   

  
  

  
CHALLENGE   THREE  

  
PROFESSOR’S   OVERVIEW   OF   THE   BASIC   CONCEPTS   

  
THIRD   IN-CLASS   WRITING   CHALLENGE    (~5   min)   

  
ORAL   DISCUSSION   OF   THIRD   CHALLENGE    (~10   min)   
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Applied   Ethics:   
Schedule   of   Topics   and   Readings   

  
  

Module   One:    Ethics   Boot   Camp   
  

Before   we   can   make   headway   into   applied   ethics,   we   need   to   �rst   acquire   some   fundamental   concepts   in   ethical   
philosophy.   In   this   module,   we   will   learn   the   basics   of   philosophical   and   argumentative   writing   and   reasoning   
through   an   intensive   crash   course   in   ethical   theory.     

  
  

Week   1                 Introductions   
    
Week   2                What    is    Morality,   Anyway?   

  
  

Plato,    Euthyphro   
James   Rachels,   “The   Challenge   of   Cultural   Relativism”   
James   Rachels,   “Does   Morality   Depend   on   Religion?”   
Friedrich   Nietzsche,   “Parable   of   the   Madman”   
Fundamentals   of   Ethics,   Chapters   19   &   5   
(Turabian,   5.1-5.7,   6.1-6.3)   

     
Week   3                The   Pursuit   of   Happiness:   Hedonistic   Utilitarianism   and   its   Discontents   

  
  

ASSIGN:   Devil’s   Advocate   Paper   
John   Stuart   Mill,    Utilitarianism    (selected)   
Robert   Nozick,   “Experience   Machine”   
Judith   Jarvis   Thomson,   “The   Trolley   Problem”   
Fundamentals   of   Ethics ,   Chapter   9   
(Turabian,   6.3-6.6)   
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Module   Two:   Consequentialism   in   America   

  
In   Module   I,   we   focused   on   engaging   the    reasoning    of   argument   sources   with   respect   to   a   narrowly   
circumscribed   debate   in   ethical   theory.   In   order   to   broaden   our   argumentative   skill   set,   we   will   now   turn   to   
practice   identifying   and   incorporating   exhibit   sources   as    evidence    in   order   to   apply   theoretical   frameworks   to  
applied   environmental   issues.   In   Module   II,   you   will   conduct   open-ended   research   to   develop   and   shape   a   
research   question   that   will   drive   a   hypothetical   research   project.   While   you   may   end   up   changing   topics,   the   
skills   developed   here   will   form   the   basis   for   your   �nal   research   paper.     

  
  

  
  

Week   4                The   99%   and   the   1%:   Utilitarianism   and   Economic   Inequality   
  

Peter   Singer,   “The   Singer   Solution   to   World   Poverty”   
Marina   Hyde,   “If   Je�   Bezos   wants   to   help   low-income   people   why   not   just   pay   them   better?”   

  
Jan   Narveson,   “Feeding   the   Hungry”   
Fundamentals   of   Ethics ,   Chapter   10   
(Turabian,   13.1-13.4)   

    
Week   5                Trump   v.   Clinton,   2016:   Lesser   Evil   Voting   

  
Jason   Brennan,    The   Ethics   of   Voting    (selected)   
Bernard   Williams,   “A   Critique   of   Utilitarianism”   

  
Noam   Chomsky   and   John   Halle,   “An   Eight   Point   Brief   for   Lesser   Evil   Voting”   
(Turabian,   12.1-12.4)   

    
Week   6                Lesser   Evilism,   Reconsidered:   Killing,   Letting   Die,   and   Drone   Warfare       

  
   Jane   Mayer,   “The   Predator   War”   

Philippa   Foot,   “Killing   and   Letting   Die”   
DUE:   Devil’s   Advocate   Draft   
Laurie   Calhoun,   “Drone   Killing   and   the   Disastrous   Doctrine   of   Double   E�ect”   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

6   



  

  
Module   Three: Non-Consequentialism   in   America   

  
In   Module   I,   we   focused   on   engaging   the    reasoning    of   argument   sources   with   respect   to   a   narrowly   
circumscribed   debate   in   ethical   theory.   In   order   to   broaden   our   argumentative   skill   set,   we   will   now   turn   to   
practice   identifying   and   incorporating   exhibit   sources   as    evidence    in   order   to   apply   theoretical   frameworks   to  
applied   environmental   issues.   In   Module   II,   you   will   conduct   open-ended   research   to   develop   and   shape   a   
research   question   that   will   drive   a   hypothetical   research   project.   While   you   may   end   up   changing   topics,   the   
skills   developed   here   will   form   the   basis   for   your   �nal   research   paper.     

  
    
Week   7                Is   Lying   Morally   Permissible?   Kant   and   Deontological   Ethics   

  
Tim   Weiner,   “What   Was   James   Comey   Thinking?”   
Immanuel   Kant,    Groundwork   for   the   Metaphysics   of   Morals    Preface   and   Chapter   I   
Immanuel   Kant,    Groundwork   for   the   Metaphysics   of   Morals    ( Ethics ),   Chapter   II,   pp.   322-341.   
Fundamentals   of   Ethics,    Chapters   11   &   12   
(Turabian,   15.1-15.2)   

    
Week   8                Truth,   Lies,   and   Leaks:   Deontology   and   the   Curious   Case   of   Wikileaks   

  
ASSIGN:   Stages   of   Academic   Writing   Assignment     
BBC   documentary,   “Is   Julian   Assange   a   Hero   or   a   Villian?”   
Christine   Korsgaard,   “The   Right   to   Lie:   Kant   on   Dealing   with   Evil”   
Immanuel   Kant,   "On   A   Supposed   Right   to   Lie   From   Altruistic   Motives"   
(Turabian,   Chapters   1,   2,   and   3)   

    
  

Week   9                Mass   Shootings   and   the   Right   to   Carry:   Deontology   v.   Consequentialism     
  

Michael   Heumer,   “Is   There   a   Right   to   Own   a   Gun?”   
Nicholas   Dixon,   “Handguns,   Philosophers,   and   the   Right   to   Self-Defense”   

  
Week   10    #Metoo   and   the   Ethics   of   Consent:   The   Case   of   Aziz   Ansari   and   ‘Grace’      

  
Hilkje   Charlotte   Hänel,   “What   Is   a   Sexist   Ideology?   Or:   Why   Grace   Didn’t   Leave”   
Berit   Brogaard,   “Sex   by   Deception”   

  
  

  
WEEK   11 Final   Paper   Draft   Meetings   and   Student   Choice   Week   

  
    
STUDENT   CHOICE :    Class   will   propose   and   vote   on   topics   for   this   week.     
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Module   Four:   THE   ACADEMIC   CONFERENCE   

  
Successful   academic   writing   doesn’t   happen   in   a   vacuum,   but   involves   communicative   encounters   with   other   
rational   inquirers   at   critical   stages   in   the   process.   To   this   end,   Module   III   will   focus   on   a   series   of   interactive   
assignments   designed   to   assist   you   along   the   way   in   composing   your   �nal   paper.   The   culmination   of   these   
assignments   will   be   a   simulated   academic   conference,   complete   with   moderating   tasks   and   outside   visitors.   
Recent   studies   suggest   that   thinking   about   problems   in   relation   to   persons   outside   of   one’s   immediate   circle   
increases   creativity   and   improves   the   quality   and   originality   of   student   work.   In   this   unit,   you   will   share   what   
you   have   learned   in   this   course   with   a   broader   academic   and   social   community.   Students   will   give   capstone   
presentations   of   their   paper   topics   followed   by   a   Q&A   session   in   which   they   have   the   opportunity   to   �eld   
questions   and   respond   to   peer   feedback.   We   will   invite   students   from   previous   semesters   to   participate   in   the   
conferences   

  
  

Readings   for   these   meetings   will   be   determined   by   student   interests   in   coordination   with   Prof.   Hammond.   Each   
Student   will   assign   one   reading   from   their   planned   bibliography   to   the   rest   of   the   class.   In-Class   Writing   
Challenges   will   be   based   on   the   assigned   reading.   

  
  

  
    
Week   12    ETHICS   IN   AMERICA   TODAY   CONFERENCE      

  
   Selections   from   Student   Bibliographies   on   Perusall   

    
     

  
Week   13    ETHICS   IN   AMERICA   TODAY   CONFERENCE      

  
  

   Selections   from   Student   Bibliographies   on   Perusall   
  
  

    
Week   14    ETHICS   IN   AMERICA   TODAY   CONFERENCE   

  
Selections   from   Student   Bibliographies   on   Perusall   
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Important   Course   Policies   and   Additional   Support   
  

Course   Objectives     
You   will   develop   your   abilities   to:      
    

● strategically   search   for   and   select   both   scholarly   and   non-scholarly   sources   and   read   
them   with   understanding,   appreciation,   and   critical   judgment      

● express   yourself   orally   and   converse   thoughtfully   about   complex   ideas     
● engage   a   range   of   sources   in   order   to   address   research   questions   and   to   communicate   

�ndings   in   the   form   of   responsible,   considered,   and   well-structured   written   arguments     
● produce   clear,   coherent   prose   in   a   range   of   genres   and   styles,   using   di�erent   media   and   

modes   of   expression   as   appropriate      
● plan,   draft,   and   revise   e�ciently   and   e�ectively,   and   help   your   peers   do   the   same   by   

responding   productively   to   their   work     
● re�ect   on   how   research,   reading,   writing,   and   editing   practices   di�er   for   varied   

audiences,   genres,   and   purposes      
    

  
  

Instructional   Format,   Course   Pedagogy,   and   Approach   to   Learning     
    

Although   they   di�er   in   their   subject   content,   all   WR   seminars   share   common   goals   and   lead   you   
through   a   sequence   of   assignments   that   emphasize   a   process   of   planning,   drafting,   and   revising   
informed   by   feedback   from   your   classmates   and   instructor.   Seminar   activities   also   give   you   
opportunities   to   engage   in   focused   scholarly   inquiry   and   discussion.      
    

In   WR   150,   you   will   undertake   an   extended   research   project   related   to   our   course   topic.   You   will   
conduct   individual   and/or   group   research,   exploring   new   ways   to   �nd,   evaluate,   and   engage   with   
information   from   di�erent   sources   and   in   di�erent   formats.   You   will   become   better   able   to   select   
and   use   information   sources   strategically   to   formulate   and respond   to   research   questions   and   to   
participate   in   the   scholarly   conversation   about   your   topic.   You   will   also   become   a   more   �exible   
writer   by   adapting   your   inquiry   to   address   di�erent   audiences,   integrating research   into   your   
writing in   various   ways   to   create   new   knowledge.   Re�ecting   on   your   approach   to   writing   and   
research   will   prepare   you   to   adapt   it   to   future   occasions.     
    

  
  

Courseware     
    

Our   class   has   a   website   site   that   contains   the   syllabus,   assignments,   and   other   course-related   
materials.   You   can   log   in   to   our   website   at   :   tannerhamond.com/appliedethics   
    

Our   course   will   be   using   Zoom   to   conduct   classroom   discussions   and   connect   with   students   not   in   
the   classroom.   You   can   log   into   our   course   Zoom   page   at:   tannerhamond.com/appliedethics   
    

Other   courseware   used   in   the   course   will   include:   Perusall   
    

9   



  

  
  

Assignments   and   Grading   Criteria     
    

In   order   to   make   the   most   out   of   WR   150   for   you   and   your   classmates,   you   will   do   a   good   deal   of   
reading   and   writing,   and   you   will   engage   in   a   variety   of   class   activities.    Speci�c   course   requirements   
are   to:     
    

● Develop   a   sustained   research   inquiry   in   which   you   explore   a   range   of   information   
sources   and   modes   of   research   to   help   formulate   and   engage   with   research   questions     

● Communicate   about   your   research   in   two   or   more   genres   to   two   or   more   distinct   
audiences     

● Prepare   reading,   drafts,   and   exercises   as   assigned   so   that   you   are   ready   to   participate   in   
class     

● Attend   at   least   one   conference   with   your   instructor     
● Re�ect   on   your   learning   throughout   the   term   in   a   portfolio,   including   a   self-assessment   

at   the   beginning   of   the   term   and   a   reassessment   at   the   end   of   the   term     
  

  
  

Participation   and   Attendance     
    

Since   this   course   is   a   seminar,   your   regular   attendance   and   active   participation   are   essential   both   to   
your   own   learning   and   to   your   classmates’   learning.   Attendance   in   class   and   online   will   be   counted   
equally.   Under   ordinary   circumstances,   missing   more   than   one   week   of   class   may   lower   your   �nal   
grade.   Missing   more   than   two   weeks   of   class   may   lead   to   failing   the   course.   If   you   have   a   special   
obligation   that   will   require   you   to   miss   classes   (e.g.,   religious   observances,   family   obligations),   please   
talk   with   me   at   the   beginning   of   the   semester.   If   there   are   extraordinary   circumstances   that   cause   
you   to   miss   more   than   the   allowed   number   of   classes,   please   contact   me   so   we   can   discuss   how   to   
best   handle   the   situation.   If   you   become   ill   at   any   point   during   the   semester,   do   not   come   to   class.   
Either   attend   online,   or   make   arrangements   with   me   to   make   up   the   missing   work.   Missed   
conference   appointments   will   be   counted   as   absences.     

  
  
  
  
  

    
Late   and   Missed   Assignments     

    
Unless   you   make   other   arrangements   with   me   in   advance,   graded   assignments   will   be   penalized   by  
one-third   of   a   letter   grade   for   each   day   they   are   late.   Please   note   too   that   we   will   regularly   work   with   
our   exercises   and   drafts   in   class.   If   you   are   habitually   late   with   your   assignments,   you   will   be   unable   
to   participate   fully   in   the   class.     
    

I   am   committed   to   providing   you   with   timely   written   or   verbal   feedback   on   one   draft   of   each   major   
paper   and   written   feedback   and   a   grade   on   the   �nal   version   of   each   major   paper.     
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CAS   Writing   Center     
    

The   CAS   Writing   Center   o�ers   one-on-one   consultations   with   well-trained   writing   consultants   for   
students   to   discuss   their   work   for   WR   courses.   Consultants   will   work   with   you   at   any   stage   in   the   
drafting   or   revision   process,   and   on   any   type   of   assignment   for   a   WR   course,   including   
presentations   and   multimedia   projects.   However,   they   will   not   edit   or   correct   your   work   for   you;   
rather,   they   will   work   with   you   to   help   you   do   your   own   best   work.   The   Writing   Center   is   a   resource   
for   all   WR   students.   Whether   you   consider   yourself   to   be   a   strong   writer   or   a   weak   one,   you   can   
bene�t   from   meeting   with   a   writing   consultant.     
    

For   the   Fall   2020   semester,   the   CAS   Writing   Center   will   o�er   online   appointments   via   WCOnline,   
our   online   scheduling   platform.   Two   types   of   appointments   will   be   available:     
    

Synchronous   appointments     
    

● You   can   speak   with   a   consultant   directly   about   your   work   via   video   and   chat   functions   
built   into   WCOnline.     

● You   can   view   your   work   at   the   same   time   and   make   adjustments   together.     
● These   appointments   are   especially   bene�cial   for   brainstorming   ideas,   clarifying   claims,   

or   working   on   speci�c   sections   of   a   draft.     
● These   appointments   are   automatically   recorded   in   WCOnline   so   that   you   can   play   them   

back   at   a   later   time.   These   recordings   will   not   be   used   for   any   other   purpose.     
● All   appointments   are   scheduled   in   Eastern   Time   (the   same   time   zone   as   Boston   

University’s   physical   campus).     
    

Asynchronous   appointments     
    

● You   can   receive   written   feedback   from   a   consultant   on   your   work.     
● You   must   upload   your   assignment/prompt/instructions   as   well   as   your   draft   at   least   one   

hour   in   advance   of   a   designated   appointment   block   on   WCOnline.   A   consultant   will   
read   the   paper   during   the   appointment   block   and   then   upload   feedback   for   you   in   
WCOnline.     

● You   must   provide   speci�c   questions   or   concerns   that   you   would   like   the   consultant   to   
address.   Consultants   will   only   be   able   to   address   a   few   questions   per   draft.   They   will   not   
correct   errors   or   copy-edit   your   work   for   you.     

● These   appointments   are   especially   bene�cial   for   students   who   are   completing   their   WR   
courses   in   time   zones   that   make   synchronous   appointments   challenging.     

    
To   ensure   that   we   can   help   as   many   students   as   possible,   students   can   only   make   one   synchronous   
OR   one   asynchronous   appointment   each   week.   Both   types   of   appointments   can   be   booked   online   
by   visiting   our   website:   http://www.bu.edu/writingprogram/the-writing-center/     
    

We   also   encourage   you   to   check   out   the   Writing   Center   on   Instagram   and   Facebook   for   writing   tips,   
features,   updates,   and   more.   Follow   us   @bucaswriting.    
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Academic   Integrity     
    

In   this   class,   we   will   discuss   conventions   for   using   and   citing   sources   in   academic   papers.   Cases   of   
plagiarism   will   be   handled   in   accordance   with   the   disciplinary   procedures   described   in   Boston   
University's   Academic   Conduct   Code.   All   WR   students   are   subject   to   the   CAS   code,   which   can   be   
read   online:     

  
http://www.bu.edu/academics/resources/academic-conduct-code/     

  
  
  

  
  

    
Chosen   Name   and   Gender   Pronouns     

    
This   course   aims   to   be   an   inclusive   learning   community   that   supports   students   of   all   gender   
expressions   and   identities.   While   class   rosters   are   provided   to   instructors   with   students’   legal   
names,   please   let   me   know   if   you   would   like   to   be   addressed   by   a   di�erent   name   than   that   listed   in   
the   StudentLink.   You   are   also   invited   to   tell   me   early   in   the   semester   which   set   of   pronouns   
(she/her/hers,   he/him/his,   they/their/theirs,   etc.)   you   feel   best   �ts   your   identity.   If   you   have   any   
questions   or   concerns,   please   do   not   hesitate   to   contact   me.     

  
  

  
O�ce   of   Disability   and   Access   Services     

    
I   assume   that   all   of   us   learn   in   di�erent   ways. If   there   are   circumstances   that   may   a�ect   your   
performance   in   this   class,   especially   during   these   challenging   times,   please   talk   to   me   as   soon   as  
possible   so   that   we   can   work   together   to   develop   strategies   for   accommodations   that   will   satisfy   both   
your   learning   needs   and   the   requirements   of   the   course. Whether   or   not   you   have   a   documented   
disability,   BU   provides   many   support   services   that   are   available   to   all   students.     
    

Disability   Services   (https://www.bu.edu/disability)   is   the   o�ce   responsible   for   assisting   students   
with   disabilities.   If   you   have   a   disability   that   interferes   with   your   learning   (whether   visible   or   
invisible,   physical   or   mental),   you   are   encouraged   to   register   with   this   o�ce.   Disability   Services   will   
work   with   you   to   determine   appropriate   accommodations   for   your   courses,   such   as   additional   time   
on   tests,   staggered   homework   assignments,   or   note-taking   assistance.   This   o�ce   will   give   you   a   
letter   outlining   the   accommodations   you   need   that   you   can   share   with   your   teachers;   speci�c   
information   about   your   disability   will   remain   private.   If   you   have   any   questions   about   
accommodation,   or   what   constitutes   a   disability,   I   invite   you   to   speak   with   me   or   to   Disability   
Services.      
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Late   and   Missed   Assignments   
  

Unless   you   make   arrangements   with   me   in   advance,   graded   assignments   will   be   penalized   by   
one-third   of   a   letter   grade   for   each   class   day   they   are   late.   If   you   submit   a   homework   exercise   or   draft   
late,   I   cannot   promise   to   read   it   in   time   for   my   comments   to   be   useful   to   you.   If   you   do   not   turn   in   
drafts,   you   are   still   responsible   for   turning   in   �nal   versions   of   your   papers   when   they   are   due.   Please   
note   too   that   we   will   regularly   work   with   our   exercises   and   drafts   in   class.   If   you   are   habitually   late   
with   your   assignments,   you   will   be   unable   to   participate   fully   in   the   class.   

  
Participation   and   Attendance   

  
Since   this   course   is   a   seminar,   your   regular   attendance   and   participation   are   essential   both   to   your   
own   learning   and   to   your   classmates’   learning.     
Under   ordinary   circumstances,   missing   more   than   one   week   of   class   will   lower   your   �nal   grade   at   my   
discretion.   Note   that   these   absences   need   not   be   consecutive:   Seven   or   more   absences   (more   than   
two   weeks)   will   be   grounds   for   an   “F”   in   the   course.   If   you   have   a   special   obligation   that   will   require   
you   to   miss   several   classes   (e.g.,   varsity   athletics,   religious   observances),   please   talk   with   me   at   the   
beginning   of   the   semester.   Missed   conference   appointments   will   be   counted   as   absences.     

  
Academic   Integrity   

  
In   this   class,   we   will   discuss   conventions   for   using   and   citing   sources   in   academic   papers.   Cases   of   
plagiarism   will   be   handled   in   accordance   with   the   disciplinary   procedures   described   in   Boston   
University's   Academic   Conduct   Code.   All   WR   students   are   subject   to   the   CAS   code,   which   can   be   
read   online:    http://www.bu.edu/academics/resources/academic-conduct-code/   
    

Chosen   Name   and   Gender   Pronouns  
  

This   course   aims   to   be   an   inclusive   learning   community   that   supports   students   of   all   gender   
expressions   and   identities.   While   class   rosters   are   provided   to   instructors   with   students’   legal   
names,   please   let   me   know   if   you   would   like   to   be   addressed   by   a   di�erent   name   than   that   listed   in   
the   StudentLink.   You   are   also   invited   to   tell   me   early   in   the   semester   which   set   of   pronouns   
(she/her/hers,   he/him/his,   they/their/theirs,   etc.)   you   feel   best   �ts   your   identity.   If   you   have   any   
questions   or   concerns,   please   do   not   hesitate   to   contact   me.   

  
  

Absence   Due   to   Religious   Observance     
  

If   you   must   miss   class   due   to   religious   observance,   you   will   not   be   penalized   for   that   absence   and   
you   will   receive   a   reasonable   opportunity   to   make   up   any   work   or   examinations   that   you   may   miss.   
Please   notify   the   instructor   of   absences   for   religious   observance   as   soon   as   possible,   ideally   before   
the   absence.   View   the   religious   observance   policy:   
www.bu.edu/academics/policies/absence-for-religious-reasons/     

  
  

Bereavement     
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In   the   event   of   the   death   of   an   immediate   family   member,   you   should   notify   your   advisor,   who   will   
help   you   coordinate   your   leave.   You   will   be   automatically   granted   �ve   weekdays   of   leave,   and   if   
necessary,   you   advisor   will   help   you   to   petition   the   Dean   for   additional   leave   time.   You   may   also   
request   a   leave   of   absence   due   to   bereavement.   Please   contact   your   advisor,   who   will   help   you   with   
the   process.   View   the   bereavement   policy:   www.bu.edu/academics/policies/student-bereavement/     

  
Course   Recording   Policy     

  
All   class   sessions   will   be   recorded   for   the   bene�t   of   registered   students   who   are   unable   to   attend   live   
sessions   (either   in   person   or   remotely)   due   to   time   zone   di�erences,   illness   or   other   special   
circumstances.   Recorded   sessions   will   be   made   available   to   registered   students   only   via   their   
password-protected   Blackboard   account.    Students   may   not   share   such   sessions   with   anyone   not   
registered   in   the   course   and   may   certainly   not   repost   them   in   a   public   platform.    Students   have   the   
right   to   opt-out   of   being   part   of   the   class   recording.   Please   contact   your   instructor   or   teaching   
assistant   to   discuss   options   for   attending   the   course   in   such   cases   
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