
Applied Ethics: 
Schedule of Topics and Readings 
 

Note: Readings will be assigned to specific days on Perusall 
 

Module One:  Ethics Boot Camp 
 

Before we can make headway into environmental ethics, we need to first acquire some fundamental 
concepts in ethical philosophy. In this module, we will learn the basics of philosophical and 
argumentative writing and reasoning through an intensive crash course in ethical theory.  

 
 
Week 1               Introductions 
 
 
  
Week 2              What is Morality, Anyway? 

 
Plato, Euthyphro 
James Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 
James Rachels, “Does Morality Depend on Religion?” 
Friedrich Nietzsche, “Parable of the Madman” 
Fundamentals of Ethics, Chapters 19 & 5 

(Turabian, 5.1-5.7, 6.1-6.3) 
   
Week 3              The Pursuit of Happiness: Hedonistic Utilitarianism and its Discontents 
 

ASSIGN: Devil’s Advocate Paper 
 

John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (selected) 
Robert Nozick, “Experience Machine” 
Judith Jarvis Thomson, “The Trolley Problem” 
Fundamentals of Ethics, Chapter 9 
(Turabian, 6.3-6.6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Module Two:  Consequentialism in America 
 

In Module I, we focused on engaging the reasoning of argument sources with respect to a narrowly 
circumscribed debate in ethical theory. In order to broaden our argumentative skill set, we will now 
turn to practice identifying and incorporating exhibit sources as evidence in order to apply 
theoretical frameworks to applied environmental issues. In Module II, you will conduct open-ended 
research to develop and shape a research question that will drive a hypothetical research project. 
While you may end up changing topics, the skills developed here will form the basis for your final 
research paper.  
 

 
 

 
Week 4              The 99% and the 1%: Utilitarianism and Economic Inequality 
 

Peter Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” 
Marina Hyde, “If Jeff Bezos wants to help low-income people why not just pay them 
better?” 
Jan Narveson, “Feeding the Hungry” 
Fundamentals of Ethics, Chapter 10 
(Turabian, 13.1-13.4) 

  
Week 5              Trump v. Clinton, 2016: Lesser Evil Voting, the Two Party System, and the Integrity 

of American Electoral Politics 
 
Jason Brennan, The Ethics of Voting (selected) 
Bernard Williams, “A Critique of Utilitarianism” 
Noam Chomsky and John Halle, “An Eight Point Brief for Lesser Evil Voting” 
(Turabian, 12.1-12.4) 

  
Week 6              Lesser Evilism, Reconsidered: Killing, Letting Die, and Drone Warfare    
   

Jane Mayer, “The Predator War” 
Philippa Foot, “Killing and Letting Die” 
Laurie Calhoun, “Drone Killing and the Disastrous Doctrine of Double Effect” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Module Three: Non-Consequentialism in America 

 
In Module I, we focused on engaging the reasoning of argument sources with respect to a narrowly 
circumscribed debate in ethical theory. In order to broaden our argumentative skill set, we will now 
turn to practice identifying and incorporating exhibit sources as evidence in order to apply 
theoretical frameworks to applied environmental issues. In Module II, you will conduct open-ended 
research to develop and shape a research question that will drive a hypothetical research project. 
While you may end up changing topics, the skills developed here will form the basis for your final 
research paper.  

 
  
Week 7              Is Lying Morally Permissible? Kant and Deontological Ethics 

 
Tim Weiner, “What Was James Comey Thinking?” 
Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals Preface and Chapter I 
Immanuel Kant, Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (Ethics), Chapter II, pp. 
322-341. 
Fundamentals of Ethics, Chapters 11 & 12 
(Turabian, 15.1-15.2) 

  
Week 8              Truth, Lies, and Leaks: Deontology and the Curious Case of Wikileaks 

 
BBC documentary, “Is Julian Assange a Hero or a Villain?” 
Christine Korsgaard, “The Right to Lie: Kant on Dealing with Evil” 
Immanuel Kant, "On A Supposed Right to Lie From Altruistic Motives" 
(Turabian, Chapters 1, 2, and 3) 

  
 
Week 9               PAPER WORKSHOPS  

(No Blog Paper) 
 

Week 10  PAPER WORKSHOPS  
(No Blog Paper) 

 
Week 11  Kant and Applied Ethics: Philosophy and Evidence 

(No Blog Paper) 
 

DUE: Devil’s Advocate Paper (Submit by the end of the day Friday Nov 13th) 
 

 
Week 12          #Metoo and the Ethics of Consent: The Case of Aziz Ansari and ‘Grace’   

 
Hilkje Charlotte Hänel, “What Is a Sexist Ideology? Or: Why Grace Didn’t Leave” 
Berit Brogaard, “Sex by Deception” 

 
  DUE: FINAL PAPER TOPIC PROPOSAL  



 
Module Four:  THE ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 

 
Successful academic writing doesn’t happen in a vacuum, but involves communicative encounters 
with other rational inquirers at critical stages in the process. To this end, Module III will focus on a 
series of interactive assignments designed to assist you along the way in composing your final paper. 
The culmination of these assignments will be a simulated academic conference, complete with 
moderating tasks and outside visitors. Recent studies suggest that thinking about problems in 
relation to persons outside of one’s immediate circle increases creativity and improves the quality 
and originality of student work. In this unit, you will share what you have learned in this course 
with a broader academic and social community. Students will give capstone presentations of their 
paper topics followed by a Q&A session in which they have the opportunity to field questions and 
respond to peer feedback. We will invite students from previous semesters to participate in the 
conferences 
 
 
Readings for these meetings will be determined by student interests in coordination with Prof. 
Hammond. Each Student will assign one reading from their planned bibliography to the rest of the 
class. In-Class Writing Challenges will be based on the assigned reading. 
 

 
 
Week 13  ETHICS IN AMERICA TODAY CONFERENCE   
  

  
Week 14  ETHICS IN AMERICA TODAY CONFERENCE 
 
 
Week 15  ETHICS IN AMERICA TODAY CONFERENCE 
 


